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And he died in a goed old age, full of days, riche*. 
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Jos. xxxviii. ver. 17. 


Have the Gates of Death been opened unto 
thee? Or haſt thou ſeen the Doors "gf; 
the by of Death 5 


I is needleſs to ſtay in relating, that this 
12 of Job is among the moſt an- 
cient writings now in the world, or to be 
too critical in inquiring, either aſter the 
country or the preciſe character of its pen- 
man.— Theſe things have been long ago as 
far fixed as they can well be, and indeed as 
far as ſerves for the purpoſe of edification. 
The hero of this ſacred hiſtory or narrative, 

is e a poſes wo from a great height 
* of 


* 


VN 2 1 | 
of proſperity and worldly grandeur, 1s all 
ſuddenly plunged into the deepeſt diſtreſs 
that could effect him, either as the proprie- 
tor of a princely fortune, —as a father, —or 


as a may, ——In this ſituation his afflictions 
had like to have effaced his ſenſe of religion 
and providence, and to have diſpoſed him 


to entertain hard thoughts even concerning 
God and the ways of his divine government. 
A debate concerning this ſubject had been 
maintained between Job and his relations, 
in ſome of the pages preceeding the words 
of my text, until the grand Umpire of na- 


ture, and the laſt Judge of all controverſies 


condeſcended to interpoſe, in a manner that 
ſeems to ſhow, that Job, afflicted as he had 
been, and: though confeſſedly a favourite of 
heaven, had yet on the preſent occaſion 
expreſſed himſelf with ſentiments importing 
ſo much of peeviſnneſs and ſpiritual pride, 
as, for his own beneſit, behoved to be cor- 
rected. And this. the Almighty himſelf is 
| ſeen to enen to, and undertake, i 
a language, and after a manner no An 
elſe to be found, but all like the Majeſty 
that ſpoke * and which, as a learned 
--Gommentator 


| 
| | 
| 
| 
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Commentator ® has well obſerved, exceeds | 
every thing human, more than the voice of 
thunder does the faint and dying. whiſper, 
The poor pretender to knowledge, is im- 
mediately nonpluſed with a variety of im- 
portant queſtions concerning nature above, 
below, and all arqund him; ſurpaſſing the 
buman intellect, talculated to take pride 
from man, and which none other than their 
infinite Propounder could ſolve: Of theſe 
important and intereſting queſtions, the 
words of our text help to make up the num 
ber.— The Author of the univerſe, He who | 
inhabits eternity, and knows all its diffuſe 
Parts infinitely well; He to whom pertain _ 
the iſſues of life and death, puts the que- 
ſtion to a creature, by the law of its exiſt- 
ence doomed to mortality, and obliged to 
this grand experiment. Have the gates of 
death been opened unto thee? or haſs "thou 
ſeen the doors of the ſhad;w of death? This, 
in theſe darker days, when the diſcoveries 
of revealed religion were leſs ample and per- 
. was e a moſt ſerious and trying 


3 ben Panick, 


queſtiott . 


F124 1 


queſtion ; and even now that life and im- 
mortality are brought to light, it ſtill in 
ſome meaſure remains to be ſo. | 

And therefore, in diſcourſing further from 
theſe words, I ſhall be 2 by the fol- 
lowing method. 

Iſt, I ſhall inquire after the meaning of 
the queſtion here by the Almighty put to 
Job. Have the gates of death been open- 
ed unto thee, &. 

 2dhy, 1 ſhall attempt an im provement of 
this intereſting ſubject. | 


I. The fr/t the firſt thing propoſed was, 
To inquire after the meaning of the que- 
ſtion here, by the Almighty, put to Job. 
And in the ir place, this awful queſti- 
on ſeems plainly to import, that what im- 
mediately precedes death, and ſhall intro- 
duce it, is for the moſt part concealed 
from the human-kind ; fince we know not 
before hand, neither when, nor how, nor by 

what means ourſelves or others ſhall be 
brought to undergo this mighty conflict; 
equally ignorant of the diſeaſe, the fatal ac- 
cident, or diſaſter, which will be the means 
£2 that 


1 


LN 
that ſhall bring us to the gates of death, 


and open the doors of that houſe which is 


appointed for all living. This is a tremen- 
duous event to an accountable creature; but 
it is an event for important en ds concealed. 
Man knoweth not his time. 

 2dhy, Strictly ſpeaking, it is really yeah 
our power to deſcribe what death is: for, as we 


know not the manner how foul and body were 


at firſt united, or by what means that union 


ſubſiſts ; fo neither know we the manner 


how this union is diſſolved. The ſpirit * 
man, (ſaid a wiſe diſcerning King, mean- 
ing after death) goes upward.* But in what 
manner is that aſcent? Whether is its flight, 


and where is the region to which it tends ? 


Theſe are ſecrets. And here the mind, in her 
activity, employs herſelf in muſing on yet 
untried events, in looking at her journey to 


a reſidence yet unknown, to join with inha- 


bitants of whoſe exiſtence or manners our 


| preſent ideas are exceedingly imperfect. To 


this purpoſe an Engliſh Poet has well expreſ- 


ſed our condition and our eee feel 


E cel. ill. 21. 
| ings 
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! 
ings. With what dreadful curioſ ity ſays he 
does the ſoul launch out into the vaſt ocean 
of eternity, and reſign herſelf to an untried 
abyſs, to be we know not That ane * =—_ 


| know not how:F. 


3aiy, In this preſent ſtate of trial, In 
this firſt ſtage of our exiſtence, though we 
have heard of heaven, and of hell alſo; . yet 


1 preſent theſe are the objects of faith only, 
and not of ſenſe. We ſee them but through | 


a glaſs, and darkly, as an inſpired writer 


ſpeaks it : forexperiences tells us, that we have 


no correſpondence at all with ſeparate ſouls, 
nor any perſonal acquaintance with their pre- 


ſent ſtate; there is a boundary fixed between 


them and us, which to this hour has limited 
curioſity, and put a bar upon all intelligence. 


Of their affairs we know not, nor do we hear 
from them ; nor, at leaſt, as mortals do, do 


they from us. Thus it has ever been, and 


thus moſt probably it ever will be, whilſt we 
are ſurrounded with fleſh and blood. In this 


world of ſenſe, we have ſpoken, and will 


ſpeak of the world of ſpirits, as blind men 


do of colours; and when we come to re- 
+ Mr Norris. ; 3 


* 


move 


ten 


move to that flame world, ſhall -robably ti then 
be amazed, to find hows much we were miſ- 
taken. bo 
. Laſtly, In this ate * ( darkneſße * EI nk 
the active e ver- plodding mind is or might 
be ſatisfied, namely, That, after death, per- 
ceptive duration ceaſes not; but if the joint 
evidence of reaſon and revelation merit be- 
licf, the ſoul is then and there introduced to 
a ſtate of being deciſive of its happineſs or 
' miſery to all eternity. This thought is of 
vaſt concern ; it is of unſpeakable impor- 
tance; it makes every apology needleſs for 
this argument, or the following reflections. 
The ſecond thing propoſed was, To attempt 
an improvement of this intereſting ſubject. It 
indeed gives riſe to conſiderations of great 
extent, which might well be reſerved to a 
place by themſelves. We ſhall nevertheleſs 
conclude this part of the e n the 
following thoughts. | 
Since then death is revealed, De that the 
living toa certainty, know. that they muſt. die; 
ſince the conſequences of death alſo are re- 
vealed, That the ſoul is imperiſhable, and 
that it feels and muſt forever feel, or, joy, 
or 


: 1 

or ſorrow and anguiſh, in proportion to its 
preſent conduct. If theſe are facts, or if 
they are acknowledged as ſuch, How ſhall 
we then account for the conduct of mankind ? 
In what point of light ſhall this ſtrange Phæ- 
nomenon of thoughtleſsneſs appear, figured 
indeed by what often happens with reſpect to 
this world, but verified chiefly by what re- 
lates to our future condition ? In what a 
ſtrange point of light does man appear in 
the following circumſtances? and yet aſk 


your hearts, as I go along, whether the re- 
flections are not true.—a conſiderable part of 
mankind. ſport away their worldly means, | 


take every method of being reduced to po- 
verty, and yet are covetous of riches, and 
fond of power. A conſiderable part of man- 
kind ſquander away their ſtock of health, 
when yet it is the very thing of which na- 
turally they are the moſt ſolicitous—laviſh 
of luſtrums,* and yet fond of life, as the 


* A Loſtrum was an expiatory feaſt among the ancient Ro- 


mans, at the end of every five years, inſtituted by Servius Tullius, 


and which gave riſe to the Roman computation of time by 


Luſtrams The Author's meaning therefore moſt probably 


lively 


* 
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lively Author of the Night T hought! has finely 
expreſſed it; and would give the whole world, 
were it in their power, for its continuance, 
when the whole world would not purchaſe 


it; juſt ſo in ſpiritual concernments, man- 


| kind are ſeen to fin away their moſt precious 


— 


opportunities, I mean their preſent days of 


grace and offered mercy, until, as was 
lately told concerning worldly matters, the 
opportunity is loſt and gone for ever; and 
when this mournful event happens, what 
thouſands of worlds would they not pledge 
for the revival of former hopes, or for the 
return of theſe days, which yet alas! ſhall 
never arrive —wherefore, O my brethren, do 
the wicked from day to day thus contemn 


| God, and trifle with falvation. Why do 


they live as if heaven were no more than a 
fancy'd landſcape, or hell only a painted fire; 
that neither the torments of the damned can 
work upon their fears, nor yet the Joys © of 


is, That though life is ſhort, and will not hold out to the end; 
of but very few, fifth-years; yet men, by intemperance, en- 


| deavour to make it ſhorter, and are wanne above all 


things, at laſt eager of its continuance, 


"the. 
1 B 


. 
the glorified excite or animate their hopes. + 
How fatal, how dreadfully unaccountable is 
this deluſion? The preſent glaring puniſh- 
ments which attend a vitious courſe have no 
influence on the generality of men; nor are 
its future and more tremenduous conſe- 
quences, of which theſe now mentioned are 


but the fad, though certain preſages, any 
reſtraint. 


II. We proceed now to the ſecond thing 
| propoſed, namely, To the general improve 
ment of this ſubje&; and, out of the great 
variety of reflections which occur, we ſhall 
confine ourſelves to theſe which follow. 

In the firft place, the certainty of death, 
and of its conſequent immortalities, ought to 
excite in us gratitude to our Maker, who, in 
man's original frame, conſtituted him an im- 
mortal creature, that is, made his ſoul of ſuch 
a texture, that it ſeemed to partake of divi- 
nity itſelf. This was the Almighty's own 
act to form us ſo much after his own image, 


| 1 The Rev. | Mr S as of Welton's works, pu- 
pliſned at Edinburgh 1744, vol. II. 
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as to * us capable of ſublime and rational 
pleaſures for ever and ever. 


zcondly, It ought to excite in us thankful- 


neſs to the Author of our nature, that not- 


withſtanding, through our original defection 
from the law of virtue; he had entailed 
death upon the human body as a puniſhment 
due to ſin ; yet, now, neither with reſpect to 


body nor mind has he left us in a hopelcls 


ſtate, Even, without the aſſiſtance of revela- 


tion, reaſon in her progreſs had worked out 


ſome very ſatisfactory arguments, drawn from 


the goodneſs of deity, and from the faculties 


and propenſions of the ſoul itſelf, to convince 
us that ſome ſuch condition was yet 1n re- 
ſerve, after death had cloſed this mortal 
ſcene. Cicero, that great light of ancient 


Rome, and indeed the beſt and greateſt men 
of- all antiquity, have expreſſed. themſelves 


with the firmeſt confidence, and with ſenti- 


ments, all things conſidered, ſurpriſingly clear, 
upon this moſt intereſting article. But 


where unaſliſted reaſon failed, revelation has 


been ſent in with | timely aids; and Jeſus 


Chriſt, the great author and finiſher of our 


falvation, who, by way of eminence, is ſaid 


to 


"1 w 1 
to have brought life and immortality to light, 
has not only, by his doctrines, convinced us 


ol the immortality of our ſouls, but aſſured us 


of the reſurrection of the human body alſo, 

and by his expiatory death, his reſurreQtion 
and aſcenſion in human nature, has given us, 
as our head and repreſentative, the firmeſt 
pledge and the moſt lively hopes, having like- 
_ wiſe engaged divine veracity to this great end. 
T will not leave you comfortleſs, ſaid he to his 
diſciples, and in them to the whole believing 
progeny. But if I go away, I will come 
again, and receive you to myſelf; that where I 
am, there ye may be alſo, ro behold my glory *. 
I am the refurrefion and the life ; he that be- 
lieveth in me, though he were dead, yet ſhall 
he live. He that believeth in me ſhall never 
die f. I have purchaſed your life, and becauſe 1 
live, ye ſhall live alſo.“ k. Thus, by the 
Redeemer's power, the body doomed for a 


ſeaſon to corruption and mortality, ſhall yet 


at laſt infallibly burſt the bars of the grave, 
triumph over death, and riſe to a participation 
of * and immortal notre 


* Jokn ET 125 24. 1 25. 26. + Joby XIV. 19. 
| | Thirdly, 


„ 

| Thirdly, The certainty of death, as an in- 
evitable law, and from which no part of 
mankind, of whatever rank, whether kings 
or country men, has ever been exempted ; this 
ought to engage us ina ſubmiſſive reſignation 
to the will of providence, making it our 
humble endeavour, in the courſe of this pe- 
riod of our exiſtence, to pleaſe him who 
made us; then may we, on reaſonable grounds, 
expect, that he who called us into being, 
ſhall continue to be our protector, nor ever 
abandon us to miſery in any future period of 
our never-ending duration. 

Fourtbly, The certainty of death, and 10 | 
the grand uncertainty of the time, of the 
manner, or of the conſequences of death, 
ought to engage us in a continual ſtate of vi- 
gilance, and of preparation, leſt that day 
come upon us unawares. This cannot be 
done, if our hearts are drowned in ſenſuality, 
opprefled with the.cares of this world, or the 
too eager purſuits of any thing ſtrictly that 
| pertains to it. Theſe are the injunctions of 

him who knew time and eternity infinitely 
well. Theſe are the Saviour's own words, 
Take heed, ſaid 10 leſt your hearts be over 


charged 


1 
charged with ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs, and the 
cares of this life, and that that day come upon 
you unawares.” Watch then for your ſouls, 
my brethren, as becomes them that muſt ren- 
der an account unto Almighty God. 

 Fifthly, If you are confeſſedly immortal 
creatures, if made for heaven ; then ought 
you daily to exerciſe your minds, by every 
argument that might excite your longings 
after that bleſſed immortality ; for what have 
we that ought to detain us here, — and 
wouldſt thou, O man, if permitted, for ever 
chuſe to undergo this nauſeous ſluggiſh 
round? Wouldſt thou for ever feel the ha- 
zards of unlawful pleaſure, the pangs of diſ- 
appointment, or the tortures that ariſe from 
having been an injurer, or from being inju- 
red? No: The ſoul is of a ſublimer caſt ; | 
her bent is towards heaven, even to God the 

| ſupreme good. The Chriſtian's longings are 
to Jeſus the Mediator of the new covenant, 
to the general aſſembly on high; to join 
their bleſſed ehoir, and ſing their tri- 
umphanr ſong.Raiſe your hearts then to 
heaven, Chriſtians! for, ſeek you happineſs? 
I is there, only Seek you the ſociety of the 

5 VH 


1 6 ] 
moſt lovely, or thoſe whom on earth you. 
loved moſt? They are there. O my ſoul! 
when thou reflecteſt how many worthy men, 
who might ſeem to have deſerved life much 
better than thee, how many lovely women, 
how many dear companions, are gone before 
' thee, art thou not then reſigned to this pro- 
ſpect? art thou not reſigned, did 1 fay!— 
rather ought I not to have ſaid, art thou not 
aſhamed yet to be alive.* O Death, now 
haſt thou loſt thy ſting ; come do thy 
laſt, thy concluding office ; let days and years 
and intervening ſhadows paſs quickly, and 
bring my ſoul home to her Saviour, to her 
eternal reſt, to be for ever with her friends, 
her ſupreme Benefactor, her Santis; her 
God. — 

Laſtly, Let us, as candidates for eternity, 
bend our beſt thoughts to this ſubject. 


Pingo in eternum, (I paint for eternity) the 


*The thought here, is borrowed from Sir William Temple, 
whoſe words are, When I conſider, ſays he, how many noble 
and eſteemable men, how many lovely and agreeable women, 
I have outlived among my acquaintances and friends, me- 
thinks it looks i impertinent ſtill to be alive. | 


Sir William e $ Works * ſhed at London 1720. I 
ſaying 


L » 1 
ſaying of a celebrated ancient painter, me- 
thinks ought to be adopted as the motto of 
every Chriſtian.— This is the nobleſt emu- 
lation. Soon ſhall we come to be convinced 
there is nothing in this world worth reſting 
on,—nay the ſoul will not reſt ; ſhe is heaven- 
deſcended ; ſhe defies the chains of fleſh ; 
ſhe is formed for higher life; ſhe will burſt 
this mortal ſhell ; the muſt yet regain her 
freedom in eternal day: Haſte then, my 
brethren, improving theſe moments of ex- 
pectance, whilſt they quickly and inevitably 
paſs ; Let us cleanſe ourſelves from all filthi- 
« neſs of the fleſh and ſpirit, perfeCting ho- 
&« lineſs in the fear of the Lord, for as much 
« as we know that our labour ſhall not be 


. jn vain in the Lord.“ How dreadful are 


the thoughts of a creature's paſſing into eter- 
nity under its Maker's frowns, and under the 
diſpleaſure of him' who is Almighty. An- 
nihilation here, were it permitted, were a wiſh 
to be preferred. Better, O man, were it for 
thee, that a milſtone were hanged about thy 
neck, and thou caſt into the ſea, and there, 
inſenſible for ever, to mingle with the deep, 
than undergo the 8 of him whoſe 

favour 


| worſe than death itſelf. 


i »” 
favour only is life, and whoſe frowns are 


-Notwithſtanding 
theſe moſt awful conſiderations, how melan- 


choly is it that in ſpite of every argument, 


- mankind have walked, and ſtill walk in the 


* 


Go? 


ways of their own heart. The profeſſor of 
religious tenets, and he who gives them up, 
often join in this, by practically forgetting 
God ; and equally acting, as if they believed 
in no future ſtate. In worldly matters, men 


trifle not thus; nor being forwarned of future 


worldly trials, are they equally inconcerned, . 
The only things, alas! they often hear with 
inconcern, and tremble not at, are theſe 


awful concerns, at which they ought moſt 


of all to ſtand ſolicitous, and ſhall, at laſt, 
tremble, namely, death, the ſubject of 
which we have now been treating ; judg- 
ment to come, and its conſequent, eter- 
nity. Let it not be ſo with you, my bre- 
thren ! but be wiſe for your ſouls, and act 
your part in life, in ſuch a manner, that 


when the gates of death ſhall be opened un- 


to you, a rich and an abundant entrance 


may then be adminiſtered into that heaven- 


1 

ly kingdom, and to thoſe eternal | joys pare 
. chaſed by our Lord. 

J have been led to theſe refletions from 
an event too. important not to have been 
already univerſally known, proclaimed not 
more by the outward mourning-dreſs, than 
by the unfeigned lamentations of united 
Britain. I will not attempt to beighten your 
ſorrow, neither ſhall I endeavour to wipe 
off the loyal tear, nor ſtop the current of 
ſo juſt a grief. Surely every member of this 

grand community muſt feel, when ſuch a 

nation has been deprived of ſuch a Head. 
For, who was it that- dignified the Britiſh 

throne, by acts of juſtice, that maintained 
your laws, nor ever violated. public or pri- 
vate right, either in a civil or religious ſenſe? 
who was it that ſhewed an examplary re- 
gard for public worſhip, and greatly awed 
every indecorum from around his Royal 
perſon? who never ſigned the warrant of 
death againſt the tranſgreſſors of the law, 
but with pity and reluctance, even when the 
tranſqreſſion was pointed againſt Majeſty it- 
ſelf? Who was it that charm'd that long 


| unlam'd monſter, Rebellion, that by his 
dcälemency 


= [wy I; 
ww gained the ſtern, lofty Caledo- 
nian *, and taught him uſefully to exert his 
fell martial ſpirit in defence of Britain's liber- 
ties and rights? Into whoſe hand was it 
that the Kine or NaT1oNs delivered his 
vindictive ſword, and commanded- n as 


* The Highlanders, viz, deſcended 3 the A ancient 
| Johabirants of this iſland, and who never ſubmitted to the 
Roman yoke. His Majeſty by employing theſe people in his 
ſervice, ſhewed wiſdom and good government to ſuch a de- 
gree, as -it is not eaſy to find words to expreſs ; the happy 
effects of which have already appeared in manifold inſtances, 


and will ill further appear. The eſtabliſhment of ſo com- 


| - pleat an union among the iahabitants of this iſland, was re- 
ſerved to be one of the ſetting glories of Gro IT. and 1 
1 be forgiven for quoting, on this occaſion, with little va. 
riation, the compliment paid by a poet ef our own to the Bri- 
tiſh territoty, and ſhall pay it Where it is moſt due, to the 
head of the State: for to the Sovereign of e lands, of 3 
truth, now it I! be ſaid, 


Tine the warm C brink, thine s 4 Ny Scot 
To hardſhips tam'd, active in arts and arms; | 
Fir d with a reſtleſi, an impatient Flame, | 
. That leads him, raptur d, where ambition calls, 
A. Engliſh merit's thine, 
Mr Thomſon's works, Vol. 2, publiſhed at London 1738. 


5 och a combined force, as Britain and its connexion, is 
now 100 great and too powerful for any outward enemy 
and through the blefling of Providence, * gates of bell ſhall 
never prevail agunſt it. 
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the inſtrument of His providence, to humble 


the faithleſs haughty tyrants of this world ? 
Who was it that raiſed the fame and power 
of Britain to a pitch and eminence exceed- 
ing all its former ſplendor Tt was —it 
was, wy brethren! your deceaſed mo- ; 
narch. | 

"hoo ye ſons and daughters of this * 


5 | of liberty at the loſs of your great protector, 


who, with a tender-hearted parent's feelings, 


watched over all your civil and your ſacred 


intereſts ; who cloathed you with ſcarlet,, 
and in whoſe ever-memorable reign were 
imported to you delicacies, riches, and ho- 


nours, from every quarter of the globe. 


But, finally, as death is unavoidale, and 


that even Kings, the greateſt and worthieſt 


of Kings, muſt die; whilſt with awful reve- 
rence you cortemplate the univerſal law of 
death, ſee that, with your tears, you join 


_ alſo your warmeſt gratitude to heaven, which 


ſo long continued with you the bleſſings of 


His ineſtimable life, and that, at laſt, your 


great monarch died ſurrounded with victo- 
ries, incircled with unrivalled triomphs, full 
of . and diſtinguiſhed with peculiar 


- honours; 1 


„ k 
honours; and let it be your daily prayeer to 
Almighty God, that, along with his earthly 
Crown, his ſpirit, his magnanimity, his 
| clemency, his love of his, people, and 
all his virtues, may deſcend to the Royal ; | 
" Youth, who now, after him, is ſeated on | 1 
the Britiſh throne. That, as the auſpicious 
reign of GEoRGE II. will for ever do ho- 
nour to the Britiſh annals; ſo his poſterity 
after him may continue on the throne, "to! 
be the illuſtrious guardians of a free and 


> happy people, until time ſhall be no longer, 
and N governments ſhall be n no more. 
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3 or, where theſe are in any 
3 Parieular departed from, 55 ſpirit of the 
_ . paſlage has been | elerved, *; > 
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